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to reach, the very element of distance means extra cost to
the municipal treasury. We must not give all our thought
and energy to the civic centres of grace and dignity which
many apostles of the city-planning movement keep so con-
stantly before our eyes. The public Institution that can
never radiate anything but social stigma and bad odors is
none the less essential because nobody wants it in the vicinity
of Ms own property. Here, as everywhere else, timely
planning can be of great help In the solving of a difficult
problem.

In addition to these various properties that are built
and supported by public funds there are in every large coin-
munity many buildings which; though of private construe- othorni-
tion and ownership, arc nevertheless devoted to public or ful^c
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quasi-public service. I heir use is civic in the broad sense:
the whole community has an interest In their convenient
location and proper design. Such, for example, are the art
gallery, the opera house, the chamber of commerce, the
stock exchange, the college, and the technical school. The
suitable location of these places the planning authorities,
if they may not dictate, can at least influence. It does
not take much intuitive sagacity to realize that the stock
exchange and the chamber of commerce may find advantage
In being close together, or that the medical school should be
near the hospital; yet the fact remains that, as often as
not, these institutions are a mile apart. The number of
such quasi-public structures Is Increasing everywhere, the
buildings themselves are improving in quality, and the
need of proper coordination has never been greater than it is
to-day*

RESTRICTING PRIVATE   PROPERTY

The scope of city planning is not restricted to dealings
with public or semi-public property alone.   By far the  city plan-
largest part of the land comprised within the city's boun-  ^aTeld
daries is under private control, and much of what public  property.